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To all MJF’s friends, 

Thank you for your support of MJF’s mission to increase access to justice by providing law 
students with public interest and pro bono opportunities. Since the market crash of 2008, 
the world of legal practice and legal education has been undergoing dramatic changes—the 
impacts of which are being felt in our local legal community. As lucrative careers in the law 
became less certain, applications to law schools dropped dramatically. From its high point 
of almost 3,000 students in the 2011-2012 school year, overall law school enrollment in 
Minnesota had dropped 22 percent for the 2014-2015 school year. More significantly, 2015 
1L enrollment dropped 35 percent from 2011, portending even smaller student bodies in 
years to come. The declining enrollment has been accompanied by a change in law students’ 
preferences for volunteering, including shorter hours and more flexible placements. 

In the 2014-15 school year, law students filled 1,350 volunteer placements, providing nearly 
40,000 hours of volunteer service to over 14,000 clients. Students volunteered at legal aid 

and public defender offices, and at a multitude of other nonprofit organizations working on behalf of youth, seniors, the disabled, the homeless, 
veterans, new Americans, Native Americans, and others who are underrepresented in the justice system. Our 18 summer clerks provided 10 weeks 
of full-time assistance at legal aid programs across the state from Duluth to Alexandria to Mankato and the Twin Cities. These agencies were able to 
significantly increase their client services in the summer of 2015 thanks to the efforts of our summer clerks. Last fall we learned through a survey 
of North Star Lawyers—each of whom provided at least 50 hours of pro bono legal services—that 75% of them provided volunteer legal services 
while they were still in law school. This affirms the ongoing importance of MJF’s Law School Public Service Program. We are proud of our accom-
plishments and thankful for your ongoing support. 

As the world of legal education continues to evolve we will work closely with our stakeholders and supporters to continue to find ways to increase 
access to justice. We look forward to a bright future of service to the community.

Sincerely,

Janine Laird
Executive Director
Minnesota Justice Foundation

LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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PUBLIC INTEREST LAW FELLOWSHIPS
Each year, MJF Student Chapters at each of the Minnesota law schools raise funds for student fellowships. These grants are intended to allow students 
to fund their summer of work at public interest organizations that could not otherwise afford to hire them. The student chapters do this by putting on a 
variety of fundraising events, such as silent auctions, talent shows, tournaments and chili cook-offs. In 2015, our student chapters raised enough money 
to fund eight full-time summer clerkships and one part-time clerkship, and supported the work of organizations such as Advocates for Human Rights and 
Minnesota Adult and Teen Challenge. These experiences give students the opportunity and the knowledge to consider public interest law as a career, or 
to commit to pro bono advocacy as a private attorney. In return they provide the organizations intensive help with casework, research and legal writing.

2015 PILF Recipients

•	 Amanda Brodhag, Monterey 
County PD

•	 Ngawang Dolker, MMLA           
Immigration Project

•	 Katherine Grohs, Fraser

•	 Teri Guhl, International Justice 
Mission in Uganda

•	 Alicia Norby, Minnesota Adult 
and Teen Challenge

•	 Eric Penniston, Minnesota          
Coalition for Battered Women

•	 Ashley Steinberg, SMRLS    
Mankato

•	 Shantel Thompson, ACLU of 
Nebraska

•	 Mark Zimmerman, Advocates for 
Human Rights
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PRE-ORIENTATION SERVICES PROJECTS
For incoming first-year law students, MJF offers the opportunity to participate in law-related public service projects prior to the start of school 
through our Pre-Orientation Service Projects (POSP). Participants are assigned to volunteer at various sites in the metro area and in Greater 
Minnesota, allowing them to contribute to the community while gaining exposure to some of the practical aspects of legal work. It is also a 
fun way to get to know classmates before law school begins. Projects range from one day to four days, depending on the needs of the agency. 

MJF also hosts several sessions of Navigating Public Interest (NPI), one to kick off each week of POSP. NPI is a half-day orientation that covers 
information related to the public interest law community in Minnesota, tips for volunteering, and ways to get involved with MJF. 

•	 Southern Minnesota Regional Legal Services (SMRLS) 
•	 Pro Se Dissolution Clinic in St. Paul 
•	 Pro Se Dissolution Clinic in Winona
•	 Pro Se Dissolution Clinic in Owatonna
•	 Pro Se Dissolution Clinic in Hutchinson
•	 Minnesota Assistance Council for Veterans (MACV) 
•	 StandDown events in International Falls and Duluth 
•	 Legal Clinic in Anoka
•	 Battered Women’s Legal Advocacy Project (BWLAP) 
•	 Legal Services State Support
•	 Tabling at the Minnesota State Fair with the Minnesota 

Secretary of State’s Council
•	 Children’s Law Center of Minnesota
•	 LegalCORPS
•	 William Mitchell Self Help Clinic

In Summer 2015, students volunteered with the following POSP projects:
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ATTRACTIVE NUISANCE TOUR
Attractive Nuisance:

[A] person who has an instrumentality, agency, or condition upon his own 
premises, or who creates such a condition on the premises of another, or 
in a public place, which may reasonably be apprehended to be a source of 
danger to children, is under a duty to take such precautions as a reason-
ably prudent man would take to prevent injury to children of tender years 
whom he knows to be accustomed to resort there, or who may, by reason 
of something there which may be expected to attract them, come there 
to play. (Black’s Law Dictionary, 3d ed.)

On Friday, May 15, 2015, in partnership with the Minnesota Music                
Coalition, MJF hosted our annual Attractive Nuisance Tour concert at the Crooked Pint in Minneapolis. Minneapolis mayor Betsy Hodges, former 
MJF Development Director, was the emcee for the evening.

Each of the four bands who performed featured members of the Minnesota legal community: the Original Abdomen and the Perpetuities (from 
Lommen Abdo), Noisy Withdrawal (from Fredrikson and Byron), the Mediocritones (from Stinson Leonard Street), and D.C. Higgs & Blue Volcano, 
a blues band featuring David Higgs. MJF-themed cocktails were served, and Lommen Abdo sponsored glasses of Nordic Blonde Bent Brewstillery 
craft beer.

Please join us at the Crooked Pint again this year! The 2016 Attractive Nuisance Tour will be held on Friday, May 13. For more information, please 
visit attractivenuisancetour.com.
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On Wednesday, November 11, 2015, the Minnesota Justice Foundation 
hosted its Annual Awards Celebration at International Market Square in 
Minneapolis. The event was co-hosted by the Minnesota Hispanic Bar   
Association and the Minnesota Asian Pacific American Bar Association.

Our keynote speaker was the Honorable Jimmie V. Reyna, a Circuit Judge 
on the United States Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit. Judge     
Reyna spoke on the subject of “Justice as a Constant Companion.”

The event was held also to honor Minnesota legal professionals for their 
exemplary service to low-income clients. MJF presented the following 
awards: 

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE: Mark Privratsky (Lindquist & Vennum, LLP)

ADVOCATE: Mary Shequen Smith (Anishinabe Legal Services)

DIRECT LEGAL SERVICE: Barbara (BJ) Kuhn (Mid-Minnesota Legal Aid)

PRIVATE PRACTICE: Ivan Fong (3M Company)

Four law students, one from each Minnesota law school, also received awards: David Nelson (Hamline University 
School of Law), James Robbins (University of St. Thomas School of Law), Rosie Derrett (University of Minnesota 
Law School) and Jennifer Thompson (William Mitchell College of Law).

The Annual Awards Celebration was attended by over 250 people, representing over twenty Minnesota law firms, and raised over $65,000 for MJF’s 
work serving low-income populations.

ANNUAL AWARDS CEREMONY
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Judge Reyna holding his birthday treat during his speech at the 
Awards Celebration. Photos by George Byron Griffiths



MJF AT MITCHELL HAMLINE SCHOOL OF LAW
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The combination of William Mitchell College of Law and Hamline University School of Law was finalized on December 9, 2015. Governor Dayton 
proclaimed January 20, 2016 Mitchell Hamline School of Law Day. Leading Mitchell Hamline School of Law is President and Dean Mark Gordon. 
Dean Gordon had been President of Defiance College, a private Ohio liberal-arts college for the past six years. For seven years prior to that he 
had been Dean of the University of Detroit Mercy School of Law. At both Defiance and Detroit Mercy he expanded students’ opportunities for 
public service and experiential learning. MJF is excited to partner with Dean Gordon and the Mitchell Hamline students to create a culture of 
public service within the law school and throughout the state.

Mitchell Hamline now offers four courses of study: full-time, part-time evening, part-time weekend, and the hybrid program of both online 
and classroom learning. MJF staff attorneys are working to ensure that students in all these programs have access to volunteer opportunities. 

The Hamline and Mitchell MJF student chapters began working together during fall semester, and are now moving forward as the Mitchell 
Hamline MJF student chapter on their fundraising efforts for the Public Interest Law Fellowship (PILF) program, through which they hope to 
fund fellowships for at least two students to work at public interest law offices in Summer 2016. MJF is proud to continue our relationship with 
Mitchell Hamline School of Law.

“I think especially with the combina-
tion we are going to create the 21st 
century model of legal education and 
we’re going to play on a national level 
in a way that neither one of the insti-
tutions could have done separately.”

Mark Gordon, President and Dean of    
Mitchell Hamline School of Law

http://minnlawyer.com/2015/07/30/we-are-going-to-
create-the-21st-century-model-of-legal-education/

Mark Gordon


MJF GOING FORWARD
MJF is honored to continue our partnership with the Minnesota law schools and legal service providers during this time of change. Looking 
ahead to 2016, we welcome the opportunity to find new ways to engage law students in the public interest community and to create flexible 
volunteer opportunities that fit well within their shifting and rigorous schedules. 

Already we have been able to find quality placements for Mitchell Hamline’s new hybrid students, who live throughout the United States 
and spend a significant amount of their time in law school working remotely. The traditional JD students have responded well to short-term 
opportunities, which allow them to balance volunteering with their academic responsibilities. Meanwhile, MJF’s established programming 
continues to prove popular with volunteers―such as Street Law, in which law students teach legal rights and responsibilities to middle school 
and high school students.

Going forward, 2016 offers exciting prospects as we pilot and expand our programming: placing undergraduate students at legal service   
agencies; building a robust alumni network that connects past summer clerks and volunteers to the greater public interest community 
through networking, mentoring and educational opportunities; and deepening our connections with greater Minnesota agencies who are 
striving to shrink the gap between the need for affordable legal services and the number of attorneys available to help.

We are excited to see what the future holds for legal education in Minnesota, and we look forward to partnering with law schools and legal 
services providers to meet the challenges ahead.
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VOLUNTEER STATISTICS

MJF

Volunteer
Hours

38,710

14,724
Clients
Served

21
Counties
Served

141
Students

Volunteered
50+
Hours

153
Organizational

Partners
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1,351
Volunteer

Placements

*Updated 03/15/2016



OPERATING RATIOS

FY 2015 OPERATING INCOME FY 2015 OPERATING EXPENSES

Government Grants

Other Income

Contributions from the Public

Total = $442,915

Program Expenses

Mgmnt. & General Expenses 

Fundraising Expenses

Total = $496,301

$110,000

$7,413 (2%)

$325,502

$13,276 (3%)

$420,63473%

25%

84%

13%

$62,391
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INDIVIDUAL DONORS
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Stephen Befort
C. Christoper Bercaw
Joan Bibelhausen
Craig Brandt
Tiara Brown
Eric Bylander
Andrew Carlson
Bradly Clary
Daniel Cole, Jr.
Laura Cooper
Eric Cooperstein
Catherine Courtney
Elizabeth Dahlstrom
John Degnan
Reena Desai
Lindsay Docto
Diane Dube
Erin Dungan
Lauren Dwyer
Kristen Eads
Jenny Eskola
Charles Frisch

Timothy Goodman
Luke Grundman
Sarah Guillet
Gilles Guyot
Michael Heinlein
Pamela Hermann
David Higgs
June Hoidal
Theresa Hughes
Eileen Hunter
Jenneane Jansen
Nancy Johns
Christine Kain
John C. Keller
Joseph Kenyon
Kathy Kimmel
Steven Kirsch
Kathleen Klos
Peter Knapp
Laurie Knocke
Janine Laird

Tricia Lancaster
Maury Landsman
Jeremy Lane
Jacqueline Leffner
Ashleigh Leitch
Elissa Lindquist
Meggan Lindsay
James Long
Cynthia Lutz
Patrick Mahlberg
Gregory Marita
Karen McDaniel
Jonathan Moler
Julia Morgan
Manny Munson Regala
Andrea Nelson
Laura Nelson
Lindsey Niswanger
Jessica Passaro
Anna Petosky
David Potter

Jennifer Stohl Powell
Anne Quincy
John Remakel
Robert Remakel
Ruth Rivard
Sally Silk
Jeffrey Smith
Laura Stecker
Sheila Stuhlman
Katherine Swenson
Valerie Tremelat
Katherine Van Etta
Michael Vitt
Kristin Walbourn
Pam Wandzel
Matthew Webster
Virgil Wiebe
James Wilkinson
Juliette Wilson
Steven Wolfe
Alexandra Woods

Photos by George Byron Griffiths



ORGANIZATIONAL DONORS
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1st District Bar Association
3M, Inc.
5th District Bar Association
7th District Bar Association
8th District Bar Association
10th District Bar Association
12th District Bar Association
14th District Bar Association
15th District Bar Association
18th District Bar Association
19th District Bar Association
Best & Flanagan, LLP
Briggs and Morgan, PA
Collins, Buckley, Sauntry, & Haugh, PLLP
Dorsey & Whitney, LLP
Faegre Baker Daniels, LLP
Felhaber Larson 
Fox Rothschild, LLC
Fredrikson & Byron, PA
Gray Plant Mooty
Greene Espel PLLP
Hamline University School of Law
Hennepin County Bar Association
Internet Marketing Group Ltd.
Lindquist & Vennum, PLLP

Littler Mendelson, PC
Lommen Abdo Cole King Stageberg, PA
Maslon, LLP
Mid-Minnesota Legal Aid
Minnesota Center for Environmental Advocacy
Minnesota Lawyers Mutual Insurance Company
Minnesota State Bar Association
Monroe Moxness Berg, PA
MotivAction, LLC
Nichols Kaster, PLLP
Otto Bremer Foundation
Ramsey County Bar Foundation
Range Bar Association
Robins Kaplan, LLP
Schwegman, Lundberg & Woessner,  PA
Schumaker & Sieffert, PA
Snyder & Brandt, PA
Stinson Leonard Street, LLP 
Thomson Reuters, Inc.
University of Minnesota Law School
University of St. Thomas School of Law
White Earth Tribal Court
William Mitchell College of Law
Winthrop & Weinstine, PA



MJF STAFF
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From left to right: 

Anna Beadle, Staff Attorney, Mitchell Hamline School of Law; Christy Botts, Staff Attorney, University of St. Thomas School 
of Law;   Susan Morrow, Staff Attorney, Mitchell Hamline School of Law; Sara Schwebs, Program Director; Brock Berglund,   
Staff Attorney, University of Minnesota Law School; Janine Laird, Executive Director; Pat Harrigan, Development & Commu-
nications Associate.
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2015 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Craig Brandt
Snyder & Brandt, PA

Victoria Brenner, President
Collins Buckly Sauntry and Haugh, PLLP

Becky Cassler, Student Representative
University of Minnesota Law School

Jessica Dennis
Meagher & Geer, PLLP

Reena Desai
Nichols Kaster, PLLP

Erin Dungan
Winthrop & Weinstine, PA

Meghan Elliott
Apogee Corporation

Jenna Yauch Erickson
State Public Defender

Amber Garry
Lind, Jensen, Sullivan & Peterson, PA

Timothy Goodman
Dorsey & Whitney, LLP

Luke Grundman
Mid-Minnesota Legal Aid

Mike Heinlein
Thomson Reuters, Inc.

Lisa Hui-Peterson, Student Representative
Hamline University School of Law

Guled Ibrahim, Student Representative
William Mitchell College of Law

Kate Jaycox
Robins Kaplan, LLP

Heather Johnson, Student Representative
William Mitchell College of Law

Christine Kain
Faegre Baker Daniels, LLP

Joe Kenyon, Treasurer
Schechter Dokken Kanter

Maury Landsman
Emeritus Clinical Professor, University of Minnesota

Elissa Lindquist
United HealthCare Services, Inc.

Patrick Mahlberg
Fredrikson & Byron, PA

Brianna Mooty
Gray Plant Mooty

Archana Nath, Vice President
Fox Rothschild, LLC

Sara Noel
Stinson Leonard Street, LLP

Shanda Pearson
Bassford Remele, PA

Anna Petosky
Maslon, LLP

John Remakel
Monroe Moxness Berg, PA

Summra Shariff
Robins Kaplan, LLP

Michael Sly, Student Representative, Secretary
University of St. Thomas School of Law 

Jeffrey Smith
Lindquist & Vennum, LLP

James Springer
African American Breast Cancer Alliance, Inc.

Jennifer Stohl Powell
Southern Minnesota Regional Legal Services

Jack Sullivan
Best & Flanagan, LLP

Katherine Swenson
Greene Espel, PLLP

Amanda Theissen, Student Representative
University of Minnesota Law School

Kristin Walbourn
Super Valu, Inc.



University of Minnesota Law School
229 19th Avenue South

Minneapolis, MN 55455
612-625-1584

Mitchell Hamline School of Law
875 Summit Avenue
St. Paul, MN 55105

651-290-8658

University of St. Thomas Law School
1000 LaSalle Avenue
Minneapolis, MN 55403
651-962-4859

MJF


